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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: BILATERAL AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 65795 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . FMG ANNOUNCED MARCH 15 THAT TERMS OF US-NIGERIA BILATERAL 
RATIFIED. MINISTRY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (MEA) SAYS GOVERNMENT PRINTING 
OFFICE READY TO PUT FINISHING TOUCHES ON TEXT AS SOON AS WE DECIDE 
WHO WILL SIGN AND WHEN. 

2. MEA SAYS COMMISSIONER OF CIVIL AVAIATION WILL SIGN FOR 
NIGERIA AND WILL ARRANGE TO HAVE HIM AVAILABLE NEXT WEEK AS 
SOON AS WE AGREE ON TIME. 

3. EMBASSY THEREFORE RECOMMENDS THAT AMBASSADOR SIGN FOR USG 
AT DATE TO BE AGREED HERE, PROBABLY MARCH 30. OR 31, WHICH WOULD 
ALLOW AGREEMENT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH BUT NOT INTERFERE WITH 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT. AS EASTER IS FOUR-DAY WEEKEND HERE, WE 
BELIEVE 30 OR 31 ARE EARLIEST FEASIBLE DATES. DESIGNATING 
AMBASSADOR TO SIGN WILL ENSURE THAT, IN EVENT OF A DELAY, 
AGREEMENT CAN BE SIGNED AFTER VISIT IF THAT BECOMES 
NECESSARY. 
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4. WOULD APPRECIATE REPLY NLT MARCH 23. 
EASUM 
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